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Take the Liberty of dedicating the 
1 following Pages to You, not ſo 

much with a Deſign to compliment 
You on your undenied Eminence in 
your Profeſſion, as with a View to teſ- 
tify the grateful Senſe I have of your 
ſingular Humanity, in affording your Aſ- 
ſiſtance to thoſe who are unable to make 
any Return for your Favours; and, in 
particular, of your Condeſcenſion in 
promoting, by your Inſtruction and Ad- 
vice, the weak Endeavours of younger 
Practitioners ;,, among whom, ſo greatly 
obliged, permit me to inſcribe the 
Name of | 


RICHARD CURTIS. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


T may, perhaps, be aſked, why 1 
ſhould think it neceſſary to- lay the 
following Treatiſe before the (Publick, 
the Subject of which has been fo fully 


and ingeniouſly handled, by Perſons of 


the greateſt Abilities and Experience, in 
the Profeſſion of Dentiſts. The only 
Apology I have to make for myſelf, on 
this Occaſion, is this: That having been 
Witneſs to many unfortunate Accidents 
which havehappened tomy Acquaintance, 


from their Application, toilliterate Opera- 


tors, when afflicted, with any Diſorder of 
the Teeth ; I determined, ſeveral Years 
ago, to make this Branch of Practice my 
particular Study, as being by no means in- 
conſiſtent with my Profeſſion, tho' often, 
unjuſtly, ſuppoſed below the Dignity of 
it; and therefore left to thoſe whoſe unfit- 

0 neſs 


Eu 


neſs for it has done infinite Injury to the 


Health of ſuch Perſons as have entruſted 
themſelves to their Management and 
Care. I flatter myſelf alſo, that during 
a continued Practice of ſeveral Vears, I 
have made myſelf a competent Judge of 
all the Particulars which can reſpect the 
preſent Subject, and that I have been the 
happy Inſtrument of relieving, with fu- 
ture Safety, as well as preſent Eaſe, 
many Perſons who have done me the 
Honour to make uſe of my Aſſiſtance : 
—And I muſt ingenuouſly ewn, that I 
am not incited to this publick Method 
of giving my Advice, by, (as the gene- 
rality of my Brethren profeſs) © a tender 
« Concern for the Afflicted alone”: 
but that I am in Hopes, by this Means, 

to derive ſome Emolument to myſelf 
alſo, for the Service J may be able to 
do to others, by ſaving them, at leaſt, 
from applying, for want of knowing 
where to meet with better Aſſiſtance, 
to ignorant Practitioners, or to itinerant 


Empirics, 
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Empirics, whoſe Reſidence in any Place 
is too ſhort to admit their receiving the 
juſt Reproach they deſerve for the ill 


Succeſs of their venturous Operations, 


and who are, therefore, little ſollicitous 


about their own Character, or the I 
of their Medicines. 

The Skill of a Dentiſt does not con- 
fiſt in the mere Operation of Extraction 
alone—but in judging accurately of the 


many Diſorders to which the Teeth are 


liable, and of the Cauſes from whence 
they ariſe. In order to this he ſhould 
be well acquainted with the Human 
Frame, and the various Juices and Hu- 


mours which circulate through it, as 


well as with the difterent Compoſitions, 
Powers, and Effects of Medicines. It 
has been, 'till of late, the general Cuſ- 
tom, upon the leaſt Pain in the Teeth, 


to fly immediately to the next Operator, 


whoſe Inſtruments are calculated to over- 
come a much greater Reſiſtance, than 


can be made by the Subject of his 
| Operation, 


5 ( vi }) 

Operation, —and the Patient bein g for- 
tunately delivered from what appeared 
to be the Cauſe of his Diſtemper, is 
convinced, for a Time, that no other 
Method is neceſſary, or effectual in the 


ſame Diſorder. But I need not mention 


how many have found themſelves miſ- 


taken in this Reſpect. The great Shock 


of the Operation itſelf, when performed 
by ſuch Hands, and the Fear which at- 
tends the ſubmitting to it, may give a 
little Turn to the Conſtitution, and 
produce a temporary Relief but when 
that is over, we frequently find the Pain 
return, and lament the Loſs of an uſe- 
ful Member, whoſe Service might, by 
a more judicious Treatment, (even if 
a little faulty in itſelf) have been pre- 
ſerved to us for a much greater Num- 


ber of Years, Of late, indeed, Per- 


ſons of Senſe and Underſtanding call 
in, upon theſe Occaſions, better Aſſiſt- 
ance; in Conſequence of which the 


Publick has been favoured with the 


Obſerva- 
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( i) 
Obſervations of experienced Dentiſts, 
whoſe Treatiſes, though very judicious 


and accurate, do not, I imagine, exclude 


others, on the ſame Topics, from being 


favourably received; ſince different Parts 
of the ſame general Subject may be bet- 
ter illuſtrated by one Perſon than ano- 


ther, according as he has had different 


Opportunities of acquiring Experience 
in them. The Out-line, though the 
ſame in all Tracts of this Kind, may 
be filled up, agreeably at leaſt, if not 
uſefully, by the various Artiſts n are 
employed upon it. 

I apprehend, therefore, that . am at 
Liberty to purſue the following Method, 
which may, at firſt Sight, appear to vary 


in no reſpect from that of others, yet may 


have its Uſe, by the different Experi- 


5 ments, from which the ſeveral Poſitions 


laid down, are explained and confirmed. 
It is my Intention to deſcribe, 
anatomically, the Structure of the Teeth, 

and 


+... == 
and of the Parts connected with them 
to point out the Diſorders to which 
all theſe are liable, both in young 


Subjects, and in thoſe of maturer Ages; 


from whence I ſhall ſhew what Appli- 
cations are moſt likely to relieve, at 
leaft, if not remove the Cauſe of theſe 
Complaints, with which they are af- 
flicted. 
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HE firſt Principle of a 

Tooth is a thin Jelly or 
Mucus, contained in a 
Membrane, which being 


continually nouriſhed by Blood Veſſels, 


accompanied with nervous Filaments, 
in Time becomes a hard Dental 


Subſtance, 


There : 


There is els two Layers 9 
of this Mucus, ſo that when the 
firſt Set of Teeth is ſhed, the other 


immediately puſhes forward. 


Every Tooth is compoſed of two 
Subſtances, an external Cortex or 
Enamel, which may be compared 
to poliſhed Marble, and an internal 
boney Subſtance, of a ſofter Texture, 
and furniſhed with many Canals; 
which alſo contains Nerves and 
Blood Veſſels. V 


b . : 
The Enamel covers only that Part 


of the Tooth which appears out of 
the Gums, and defends the boney 
Subſtance from being Wed 0 Force 
or Violence. | 


The broad Part of the Tooth 
which appears out of the Socket and 


Gums is called the Crown, the mid- 
dle 
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the Number of them. 


{ 43 1] 
dle Part the Neck, the Proceſſes that 
are inſerted in the Sockets are the 
Roots or Fangs. 


Some Teeth have more Fangs 
than others. The Membrane that 
ſurrounds them is the common Li- 
ning of the Gums, which adheres 
pretty ſtrongly to ſome of them; 
but it may be ſcraped off from a 
Tooth that is freſh extracted. 


All the Teeth are fixed in the 
Sockets by an Articulation ſtiled Gom- 
fhojis ; they are connected to the 
Gums, which ſerve to brace them 
tight, otherwiſe they would be apt 
to drop out upon chewing any thing 
hard. 


Anatomiſts have generally diſtin- 
guiſhed the Teeth by different Names, 
but diſagree in their Opinion as to 


B They 


{ 14 ) ö 
They generally amount to thirty, = 
ſometimes thirty-two, but ſeldom MF - 
exceed that Number, that is, fifteen f 1 
or ſixteen in each Mandible; yet 
often, female Subjects, have only 
fourteen in each Jaw. Li 


Of theſe Teeth there are three 4 0 


Sorts, the Dentes Inciſivi, Canini, t 
und Mokres.' © | » 


The Incifivi are the four fore- 
molt in each Jaw, they are pretty 
broad, and ſharp at both Ends, a 
little convex externally, and concave 
internally; they uſually make their 
Appearance in the ſeventh Month, 
though ſometimes not till the Tenth, 
or even -till a whole Year from the 
Birth, 


Of the Canini there are four, that 
is, two in each Jaw ; they generally 
appear in the tenth Month, but ſome- 

times 
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times ſooher, ſometimes later; they 


are very ſharp at both Ends, their 


Roots are much Jonger than thoſe of 
any other Teeth. . 


The upper Canini are likewiſe 
called the Eye-Teeth, on which ac- 
count a Notion prevails with many 
that the Eyes are greatly affected 
when either of theſe Teeth are drawn. 
I believe this to be a falſe Con- 


It frequently happens that the Roots 


of theſe Teeth are crooked, and un- 


leſs there is a very ſkilful Dentiſt to 
extract them (if they ſhould at any 
Time require it) the neighbouring 


Parts may ſuffer great Injury. 


The Molares, or Grinders, are com- 
monly about twenty in number, five 
in each Side of both Jaws; the two 

32 fore- 


4 ( 16 ) 
| | foremoſt that are next the Canini are N 
1 leſs than the other, have only two 
Knobs upon the Crown, and only | 
"I two Fangs. 
1 L 
ql | The reſt of the Molares have three 
bl 1 or four Knobs upen each Crown, = 
1 and each three Fangs, and are 
5 inſerted deep in the Alveoli, or f 
Sockets. 5 
Sometimes the Fangs are all cloſely Fg 
connected, but in general they ſtand 8 
prominent, and are inſerted in diffe- 5 
rent Sinus's. 
Two of the molar Teeth, which Ne 
do not appear till the Age of Ma- * 


turity, are called Dentes Saprentes. 


Grown People generally cut theſe of 
Teeth with great Pain and violent th 
Inflamation of the Gums, through 
which 


( *. 


10 which the Teeth are puſhing forward; 
: 8 whence other Teeth are often drawn 
w a | 

| by Miſtake. 
nly | 
In diſſecting young Subjects, two 

Layers of Teeth and ſometimes three 

ree | 
may be diſcovered. 

me | 
are | | V : 
The Sockets are a Continuation of 

25 te upper and lower Jaw Bones, 

FR J All the Teeth receive Nouriſhment 
| ah from the Nerves and Arteries that are 
an. = inſerted in them, 
iffe: ES 

j Teeth grow as long as they con- 


2 tinue in the Sockets, or elſe by their 
IC 5 
| continual Uſe they would be worn 


= down to their Stumps. 22070 
1 p We often obſerve the fore = 
ya 5 of a prodigious Length, when thoſe 
(9970 that ſhould meet them fail. 
ugh 
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The Nerves of the Teeth are the 
ſecond and third Branches of the 
fifth Pair. 


The ſecond Branch, which is cal- 
led the ſuperior Maxillary Nerve, 
| paſſes through the Sphœnoid Bone 
and divides itſelf into ſeveral more 
Branches, which are diſtributed to 
the Noſtrils, Palate, and upper Lip; 


another Branch piercing the ſuperior 


Maxillary Bone ſupplies the Teeth of 


the. * Jaw. 


The third 8 which i 18 called 
the inferior Maxillary Nerve, paſſes 
through the Sphænoid Bone likewiſe, 
and then divides itſelf into ſeveral 
more Branches, which are ſent to the 


Teeth, and Muſcles of the lower | 


Jaw, Salival and Sublingual Glands, 
Tongue, and lower Lip. 
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The Arteries that ſupply the Teeth 


are Branches of the external Sn 


5 The Gums are a Kind of Fleſh 
that have the Appearance of Leather ; 


they are compoſed of Fibres ſtrongly 


knit together, and have a great De- 
gree of Elaſticity. 


They ſerve as a Defence to the 


Teeth, and prevent ſmall Particles of 
Food or Acids from penetrating the 
Sockets, by their cloſe Adheſion. In 
a healthy State their Colour is a briſk 


lively red; their covering is the com- 


mon Membrane of the Mouth. 


Various are the Uſes of the Teeth, 
ſuch as Speech, Ornament, and 
Maſtication. 


The Inciſores, or fore Teeth, are 
chiefly of uſe to us in Articulation, 
for without them our Speech would 


be 


r y 
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be rather imperfe&t : They likewiſe 
are one of the moſt diſtinguiſhing 


Ornaments of the Countenance. 


The Canini and Molares ſerve only 


for the Maſtication of Food. „ 
The former break the Aliment 2 
aſunder, the latter grind it down fit "I 4 
for the Stomach to receive it, for if RX * 
the Stomach is filled with a Quantity 2 . 
ef Food not properly divided, Digeſ- 11 
tion is but ill performed, which often = 
occaſions Obſtructions, from whence = * ; 
proceed various Complaints. * 3 
leſs 
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HE Teeth are ſubject to a great 

Variety of Diſorders, both exter- 
nal and internal, which are produced 
by the Scurvy, Schrophulous, and Ve- 
nereal Taints, or by the uſe of Mercury, 
or, in ſhort, any Thing that renders 
the Salts of the Blood corrofive, or 


the Humours morbid and pernicious, 


which in Proceſs of Time will bring 
on Caries, Eroſions, and Decay, un- 


| leſs relieved by proper Applications. 


Extreme Heat and Cold cauſe vio- 
lent Pains in the Teeth, and more 
eſpecially if they ſucceed one another 
too precipitately. 


Sharp Defluxions upon the Nerves, 
Mem- 


* * * 9 
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Membranes, and Veſſels, produce alſo 
a violent Tooth-ach. 


Smoaking Tobacco has been gene- 
rally purſued under a falſe and very 
abſurd Notion of its preſerving the 
Teeth : The Fume of this Plant I 
have found give Relief in violent 
Pains of the Teeth, by allaying 
Spaſms and Irritations, and gently 
relaxing the Veſſels, but it has been 
only a temporary Sedative, and ſel- 
dom makes a perfect and abſolute 
Cure: This Remedy may as well be 
entirely laid aſide, as the Conſtitution 
is oftentimes ſenſibly affected by it, 
and what is worle by frequently 
ſmoaking it becomes habitual, which 
deprives us of receiving any Benefit 
from it as a Medicine; as a Denti- 
frice it muſt be condemned, fince | 


black Teeth and ſtinking Breath are 


the general Conſequences that enſue /# 


from the too frequent Uſe of it. 
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All mineral Acids affect the Teeth 


to a violent Degree, eſpecially thoſe 


corroſive ones that are (old under the 
Name of Dentifrices. 


The Teeth by the continual Uſe of 
them are certainly rendered white, 
but their fine Poliſh is deſtroyed ; they 
become looſe in their Sockets, beſides 
feeling that diſagreeable Senſation of 
being ſet on Edge. Every Chymiſt 
will allow that if a Tooth be put 
into the Nitrous, Marine, or Vitriolic 
Acid, it will in a ſhort Time be diſ- 
ſolved into a ſlimy Mucus. This 


Experiment I have often made myſelf. 


All Saccharines are prejudicial to 
the Teeth, becauſe the Salts of them 
help to generate Tartar, and likewiſe 
cauſe Eroſions and Blackneſs. 


Cheeſe alſo, the {mall Particles 
| : +0 


8 —— reren 1 — 


Saliva becomes vitiated. 


Gums in a very ſingular Manner: fre 


Ca) 


of which are apt to remain between | of 


them after eating, is known to bring | ft 
on a Caries in a ſhort Time. | 


Pricked Malt Liquors, or Wane, E 
produce a ſcorbutic Taint in the in 
Blood, from whence the Gums ac- 
quire a diſagreeable Taint, and the 


g 
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Mercury affects the Teeth and 1 of 


The whole Frame receives, indeed, 
a very violent Shock ; the Juices that th 
are ſent to the tendinous and fibrous It 
Parts, and likewiſe to the Gums, be- 2 


come acrid and form Obſtructions. N. 
From the Relaxation that is brought ſoc 
on upon the fibrous, ligamentary, ten- IN 
dinous, and muſcular Parts, the,Gums the 
are covered with Ulcers, and a conti- drc 
nual Diſcharge of fetid Ichor, which | 9 l 


produce Pains, Looſeneſs and Caries 
„ 8 


„ 


of the Teeth, and conſequently a 


ſtinking Breath. 


The Venereal Virus is a oreat 
Enemy to the Teeth.—The Patient, 


in this Caſe, complains of a throbbing 


Pain in all his Teeth, an intolerable. 


Heat and a great Inflamation of the 
| Gums, attended with foul ſtinking 


Ulcers, ſeated deep in the Membranes 


of the Mouth, Palate, and Throat ; 


from whence there enſues a Viſcidity 


„ 


the Glands. It does not ſtop here — 
it often inſinuates itſelf into the Teeth 
and Maxillary Sinus's, whereby their 
Nouriſhment is obſtructed, which 
ſoon brings on a Caries, an Enlarge- 
ment of the Sockets, and receſs of 


the Gums, ſo that the Teeth often 


drop out involuntary : Every Time 
the Patient ſpeaks he emits a rancid 


Efluvia, ſo noiſome that no one is 


C able 
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able to advance near him; under 
theſe Circumſtances he is obliged to 
have recourſe to mercurial Medicines, 
which Remedy affects the Teeth as 
much as the Diſeaſe itſelf, and leaves 
ſo many Marks of its Violence, that 
it is a very arduous Taſk for a Den- 
tiſt to reſtore the Teeth to an agree- 
able whiteneſs. 


"Tartar is very hurtful to the Teeth 
and Gums, and unleſs prevented from 
growing it will prove an Inconveni- 
ence not eaſy to be removed. Some- 
times it inveſts the whole Body of 
the Teeth, ſometimes the Neck of 
them only, ſometimes it penetrates ſo 
deep as to bo an the Sockets. 


\ Perſons of a relaxed delicate Con- 
ſtitution, who have weak Nerves, and 
lead an inactive or irregular Life, or 
2 themſelves to hard Drinking, 


or 


% 
or frequent catching of Cold, are of- 
ten troubled with periodical Pains in 


the Teeth. 


Different Extremes iii the Air are 
productive of many Diſorders of the 
Teeth, which being either too hot, 
or too cold, too moiſt, or too dry, 
its Gravity too much encreaſed or di- 
miſhed, will, by rendering the Veſ- 
ſels too much contracted, or by diſ- 
poſing the Juices to become. viſcid, 
greatly contribute to n Ul- 
cers, Pain, &c, 


We often find People complaining 


of violent Pain in both Jaws, fo 


great as to affect all the Teeth in 
general, which nevertheleſs are, to 
appearance, all firm and ſolid, and not 
the leaſt Decay attending any of 
them: The Complaint, I imagine, 


| Ay from Defluxions of ſharp 


c 2 Serum 


BE 2 
Serum obſtructing and loading the 
Veſſels, and Salival Glands; the Mouth 
continually flows with Saliva, the 
Pulſe is quick, the Skin dry, attended 
with all the Symptoms of an infla- =? 
matory Fever, a weight and heavi- 'H 
neſs in the Head, diſturbed Sleep, 
rheumy and watry Eyes, ſuccceded by 2 


W | frequent Sneezing. 
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33 It is a received Opinion with many Nt 
T9 People that a Tooth-ach is often 
I cauſed by Worms being bred in the FX 
decayed Part of a Tooth ; the Truth AF 

of it I cannot aſſert, as I do not recol- T 

le& to have ſeen any of theſe kind of 

Vermin in any Tooth I ever ez, 
tracted ; but I think it is not impoſ- 1 

ſible that ſuch Animalcula may be 

bred in thoſe Cavities; for we know © 

by Experience that they are often en- 

gendered in the Stomach and Bowels 
of Children, and likewiſe of grown 15 

People, 4 
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People, and are frequently productive 
of various Diſorders. Certain it is, 
if a Piece of raw Meat is expoſed to 
the Sun for any conſiderable Time, 
"till it acquires a Degree of Putreſ- 
cency, there appears a great Number 
of little Animalcula preying upon it, 
then why may not we reaſonably ſup- 
poſe Animalcula to be bred in a cari- 
ated Tooth, by the Pieces of ani- 
mal Food which are apt to remain 
after eating. I ſhall therefore ſuſ- 
pend my Opinion, and leave thoſe 
Gentlemen of the Faculty of more 
e tenſive Knowledge than myſelf to 
judge of it as they think proper. 


npoſ- | 2 It muſt be very clear to moſt People, 
iy be 3 who have any Knowledge in the Prac- 

& tice of Phyſic, that putrid Fevers af- 
fect the Teeth and Gums. The ge- 
| neral Change the whole Body under- 
Ses, from this dreadful Contagion, I 
8 * 


know 
n en- F : 
owels | 
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HE 
think needleſs to relate: I ſhall only 
endeavour to ſhew in what Degree 
the Teeth and Gums are more par- 
ticularly affected; in what Manner 
the Cure of them is to be attempted 
I ſhall conſider afterwards. In this 
_ Caſe, the Gums continually bleed by 
the leaſt Preſſure, even upon eating; 
they are covered with a great Num- 
ber bf Aßptlæ, the Surface of the 
Tongue appears of a ſhining Copper 
Colour, the Lips black and parched, 
the Teeth coated with a dark filthy 
Slime : Moſt of theſe Symptoms ſeem 
to demonſtrate a general relaxation of 
the Solids, and a broken corrupt State 
of the Blood ; the Cauſes of which 
are, I preſume, a Collection of putrid 
Humours, a peculiar Diſpoſition of 
the Air, or unwholſome Diet; ſuch 
as tainted Meat, ſtagnated and foul 
Water, which by contaminating the 


Juices, 


( x ) 


| Juices, render them ſo corroſive, as to 


affect the whole Syſtem. 


A Tooth-ach proceeding from Cold 
piercing the Caries of a Tooth is very 
acute, as it 1s attended with an Infla- 


mation of the Membrane that ſur- 


rounds it. It is generally the Prac- 
tice of thoſe People who are applied 
to on theſe Occaſions, to recommend 
Ginger, Pepper, or ſtrong Spirituous 
Liquors, to be held in the Mouth, 
with a View of killing the Pain, as 
they term it ; but they are too fre- 
quently miſtaken, for theſe hot fiery 
Applications afford but a ſhort pre- 
carious Relief; the great Heat and 
Tingling they produce in the Mouth 


may divert the Patient's Attention a 


little while from Pain, but in the End 


they do more Injury than he is 
really aware of. 


Spaſmodic 


(28 ] 


Spaſmodic Contractions of the 


Nerves, occaſioned by any ſtimula- 
ting Humour obſtructing the ſmall 
Capillary Veſſels, cauſe violent Tooth- 
_ achs. 


A ſympathetic Tooth-ach is like- 
wiſe cauſed by ſome Diforder in the 
nervous Syſtem : In this Caſe it is 
difficult to determine rightly the Seat 
of Pain; for ſometimes the Pain is 
lodged in a Tooth on one Side of the 
lower Jaw, when at the fame Time 
the oppoſite one in the ſame Side of 
the upper Jaw is affected; for to 
whatever Teeth that Nerve is diſtri- 
buted which has any Connection with 
the faulty Tooth, thoſe 'Teeth will be 
diſpoſed to Pain alſo. 


Here I cannot help cautioning my 
Readers to be careful who they apply 
to, on theſe Occaſions, for Relief; 
| ſince 


i -I3 2 
ſince an accurate Judgment 1s neceſ- 
ſary to diſcover the Origin of thele 
Complaints; and much Sagacity in- 
deed, more than the lower Claſs of 


Tooth-Drawers are uſually poſſeſſed of. 


Theſe are the moſt remarkable of 
thoſe Cauſes which may be aſſigned 
as doing Injury to, or wholly deſtroy- 
ing the Teeth, I propoſe in the fol- 
lowing Chapter to conſider the Me- 
thods by which the Teeth may (if 
attended to in proper Time) be pre- 
ſerved in a healthy Condition, or re- 
ſtored when rendered unſound. 
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T was obſerved in the firſt Part 
of this Treatiſe,” that a Tooth 
was, originally, no more than a ſoft 
Mucus or Jelly, contained in a Mem- 


brane, which in Time hardened and 
became a folid Subſtance, capable, 
when in a proper State, of great Re- 
fiſtance, and of performing Operations 
which require conſiderable Force and 


Strength. But then we may reaſon- 
ably imagine that before it has at- 
tained to it's Maturity, it muſt, on 
account of it's extreme Tenderneſs 


and Softneſs, be liable to a great Va- 


riety of Accidents. 


It very ſeldom happens that due 
Attention 1s given either by Parents 
3 | or 
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Nurſes to a Point of ſo much Im- 


portance to the Children. 


Many Directions may be given on 


this Head, among which the follow- 
ing. will not be un-uſeful. 


In order to obviate the Inconve- 
niencies accompanying Dentition, it 
will be neceſſary firſt to attend care- 
fully to the Diet of Children, For 
oftentimes the Nurſe's Milk is too 
thick, and cauſes Obſtructions in the 
Prime Vie. Sometimes the Nurſe is 
given to drinking Spirituous Liquors, 
the Infants of courſe fuck in a Fluid 
that affords no Manner of Nouriſh- 


ment, but continually intoxicates, and 


brings on a Stupor. 


All folid Meats ſhould be avoided, 


as it is impoſſible the Teeth can, at 
thoſe tender Years, perform the Office 


of 


ö 
K 


n 
of Maſtication: The violent Fever 
that uſually attends the Breeding of 
Teeth, and the Inflamation that is 
ſpread upon the Gums and neighbour- 
ing Parts, render it difficult to give 
them any medicinal Aſſiſtance, for the 
Mouth is generally ſo very ſore and 
tender that they perverſely refuſe all 
kind of Things that are offered them. 


Nurſes ſhould avoid giving them 
Things either too hot, or too cold, 
as an Inflamation will be the Con- 
ſequence. 


Many make uſe of a Coral, others 
of a Timble, in order to haſten the 
Progreſs of the Tooth, but I think it 
a cruel and inhuman Practice, fince it 
may cauſe innumerable Calamities : 
It cannot be ſuppoſed that Relief can 
be obtained by irritating the Parts 
already ſo much inflamed, and ſuffering 
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. 
ſo great Degree of Tenſion, therefore 
it is in vain to expect Succeſs. The 
Application of theſe hard Subſtances, 
when left to the Management of the 
weak Hands of the Child itſelf, or 


uſed at the Time when it is violently 


1 agitated in the Nurſe's Arms, muſt 


certainly give a wrong Direction to the 
tender Mucus, as I may call it, which 


is now puſhing forward for Jidurutiom, 


and may probably lay the Foundation 
of that Trregularity and Deformity 
which ſcarce one Perſon in ten does 


not diſcover in the Arrangement of 
the n 


The Manner in which I aſſiſt Chil 
dren in cutting their Teeth is by ſca- 
rifying the Gum with a proper Inſtru- 


ment, and at a particular Period of 
XZ Time; if the Operation is performed 
X too ſpeedily, no Benefit will accrue 
A from it. 
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Many Operators open the Gum 


with a common Lancet, but ſuch an 
Inciſion proves unſucceſsful ; it ſoon 


grows up, and no opening remains 


for the Tooth to make it's way out. 


If there is any Poſſibility of pre- 
vailing upon Children to take Medi- 
cines, they ſhould not be neglected. 
The Body ſhould be kept open with 
gentle ſolutive Medicines, and flight 
Opiates given occaſionally to procure 


Sleep; by proceeding in this Manner, 


Children may be carried through a 
troubleſome Diſorder without thoſe 


uſual Attendants, Convulſions, Di- 


arrhæas, Vomiting, &c. &c. 


When the Teeth firſt make their 
Appearance out of the Gums, they 
are apt, by the Preſſure of the Tongue 


and the Elaſticity of the Parts in 1 
which they are fixed, to grow irre- ® 


gular 
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gular, unleſs prevented by Art. If 
any tartarine Concretions collect upon 
them, they ſhould be removed in 
Time. It is alſo commonly obſerved 


that Children, when they are more 


advanced in Age, are continually play- 
ing Pranks with their Teeth, often 
endeavouring to looſen them with 


their Finger and Thumb, or by tying 


Pieces of Thread to them : 'This 


ſhould be prevented by thoſe who 
have the Care of them. 


Between the Age of ſeven and four- 
teen Years, Children generally cut 
their ſecond Set of Teeth; and ſome 
of the former not giving way to the 
latter, the latter are apt to puſh out 
Sideways, ſometimes within-fide, ſome- 
times without, and the Child in ſome 


Parts appears to have a double Row; 
when that is the Caſe, the old ones 


ſhould be taken out, then the new 
JF 2 ones 
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ones would with a little Care come 


in their proper Place. We ſee this 
Inconvenience frequent] y attend the 


upper Canini. 


It is often the Caſe that the Inci- 
ſores are very uneven, without having 
thoſe ſupernumerary ones I before 
mentioned; the Edge of one Tooth 
prefles againſt the broad Part of the 
next, the broad Part of the next a- 
gainſt the Edge of the third, and fo 
on ; in ſuch Inſtances a little Force 
is neceſſary, and it may, when the 
Parts are ſo ductile, be made Uſe of 
without Injury, viz. by affixing waxed 


Ligatures, or applying Inſtruments, 


whichever the Dentiſt ſhall, upon a 
cloſe Examination of them, find moſt 


neceſſary. 


As the Edges of the Inciſores are 
n notched, I would adviſe 
Parents 


"© 8] 
Parents to put up with that Incon- 
venience ; fince no effectual Remedy 
can be applied but what will prove 
of worſe Conſequence than the In- 
A convenience itſelf. 


By the Force of Preſſure, and the 
Change of their Situation, ſome may 
project farther than the reſt, and for 
Want of proper Reſiſtance may en- 
2 creaſe in length, which will conſe- 
= quently ſpoil their Symmetry. Ex- 
traction ſhould in Time take Place, 


It is a prevailing Cuſtom to file 
away the whole Crown of a Tooth 
that is become cariated, in order, as 
they tell you, to ſave the Tooth from 
being drawn. | 5 


This Practice I cannot adopt with 
Honeſty, as I am conſcious of the 
great Inconvenience that muſt attend 


D 3 it 


(a) 
it in young or middle aged Subjects. 
We may eaſily gueſs how ſenſible and 
tender it will be, when the Nerve is 
left bare. The Patient will find him- 
ſelf in a moſt uncomfortable Situation; 
any Thing that is the leaſt acid, or 
even the admiſſion of cold Air, will 
continually cauſe Pain in the remain- 
ing Part; what before might have 
been extracted with Safety, muſt 7 
now be attended with great Lace- 
ration of the Gums. 


As to what I have here ſaid con- 
cerning the File, I dont mean to lay 
it entirely aſide, for I think it a very 
uſctul Inſtrument when applied pro- 
perly, and ſhall mention a few In- 
ſtances where it may be uſed with ' 
Safety. 4 


We often find in old People fome of 
the Inciſores grown. to a conſiderable 
Length, * 
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length, and appearing very unſightly ; 
when this is the Caſe, they may be 
taken down with a little Saw or File, 
whichever be found moſt convenient 
by this Means they are rendered or- 
namental, and of Service. In conſe- 
quence of old Age, the ſmall Ramifi- 


cations of the Nerves and: Veflels, 
and the Teeth alſo to which they are 


diſtributed, loſe their Senfibility, as is 
certain, fince the above Operation 


gives no Pain to old People. 


Any Teeth that are ſplintered by 
Fractures ought to be treated in the 
ſame Manner, in order to prevent 
them from wounding the Tongue and 
inſide of the Lips. 


I have been informed, by many 
of my Acquaintance, that in London 


they have underwent a very faſhion- 


able Operation for the Tooth-ach, 


VIZ, 


( 44 ) 
viz. burning the Anthelix of the Ear 
with an actual Cautery, at the ſame 
Time the Operator promiſing that 
the Tooth-ach ſhall never more re- 
turn: In what Manner it is drove 
away I cannot conceive, whether by 
the Aſſiſtance of Faith, by deſtroying 
Part of the Nerve, or by injuring the 
Membrane ; but the Patients have 
generally found themſelves deceived, 
for from catching cold the Symptoms 
have returned, and they have been 
obliged to have Recourſe to other 
Remedies. e 


I need not adviſe the Reader to 
refrain from thoſe Indulgencies which 
bring into the Conſtitution any Vene- 
real Taint. So dreadful are the Con- 
ſequences of them to the whole Maſs, 
that it is unneceſſary to ſpecify the 
Injuries which any particular Organ 
of the Body may ſuſtain. But I muft 

again 
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— 4 him, that however he 

y eſcape in other Reſpects, Bis 
Teeth muſt unavoidably fall a Sacri- 
fice, ſince the very Remedies applied 
to extirpate the Poiſon, are in their 
Nature and Qualities the moſt de- 
ſtructive to them. | | 


When the Venereal Virus is - ſuffi- 
ciently eradicated, it will be proper 
to inſpect the Teeth very carefully; 
thoſe that are looſe and rotten ſhould 
be taken out to give room for the 
Matter that remains pent up in the 
Sockets to diſcharge itſelf : The Teeth 
that continue ſound ſhould be ſcaled, 
and waſhed with proper Medicines, 


under a judicious Management and 
Direction. 


No Claſs of Perſons are more 


ſudject to Diſorders in the Teeth than 


a thoſe who ſcem leaſt of all to deſerve 


them; 


( 46 ) 
them; ſuch I mean who are of a 
delicate Conſtitution, and obliged, by 
their Profeſſions or Situations, to lead 
a ſedentary and inactive Life. I ſay 
they ſeem not to deſerve theſe Difor- 
ders, becauſe they are in general very 


cautious with reſpect to their Health. 
But ſtill their utmoſt Care is inſuffi- 
cient : Their Method of Living, 
though never guilty of any Exceſs, 
may be too high for their Labour or 
Exerciſe to carry off, which, in a 


Courſe of Years, will bring on moſt 


of thoſe Complaints under which they 
| ſuffer. A relaxed and debilitated 


State of the Nerves is a certain Con- 


ſequence of an indolent Life, and 


thoſe which ſupply the Teeth being 1 
extremely ſuſceptible, ſeldom fail to : 


bear a great Share of the Calamity. 


To ſuch Patients as theſe we can 
only recommend a different Way of 
Life, 
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Life, and after examining the State 
of their Teeth, to ſce if any are al- 
ready unſound, or their Nerves left 
bare, in which Caſe they muſt be ex- 
tracted, I adviſe the uſe of gentle, yet 


frequent Exerciſe, and of ſuch Aſ- 


nſuffi- 
iving, 
xceſs, 
our or 
in a 


tringent and corrobating Medicines, 
as an experienced Phyſician ſhall judge 
neceſſary, for reſtoring the different 
Parts of the Conſtitution to their due 


Tone and Vigour. 


When any Kind of Intemperance 
or Exceſs accompanies a Life of In- 
activity, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe 
that the Diſorders we have been 
ſpeaking of make more ſudden Ad- 
vances upon the Conſtitution. The 
Stomach heated by Liquor, or rich 


Food, ſoon diſcolours and next de- 


ſtroys the Teeth; at the ſame Time 
too the Nerves become affected, as in 
the preceding Caſe, and the whole 

8 - 


( 8 ) 
Maſs of Blood is vitiated.——Under 
which Circumſtances nothing but 
Proper Medicines, and an entire Ab- 
ſtinence from thoſe pernicious Indul- 
gencies, can reſtore our Health, or 
continue it to us unimpaired. 


It may here be neceſſary to explain 
what Tartar is, and in what Manner 
it is generated. 


By Tartar I mean that Concre- 


tion which is found on the Surface 
and Interſtices of the Teeth, when 
neglected. 


It is of various Colours, ſuch as 
black, white, yellow, &c. But all are 


equally prejudicial, equally deſtrue- 
tive to tlie Teeth, If the Conſtitu- 
tion has been loaded with Mercury, 
we find the Tartarine Cruſt that ad- 
heres to them of a black Colour, if 
the 


Tn 
the Patient is of a bilious Conſtitution 
it is of a yellow, if a ſcorbutic it is 
generally of a white, or ſometimes 
inclined to a green. 


Tartar is generated by various Means, 
by the Heat and Fermentation of the 
Stomach, from vitiated Saliva, from a 
ſharp corroſive Serum in the Blood, 
from the Remains of ſome Kind of 
Food that we eat, from Indigeſtian, &c. 


The Removal of Tartar from the 
Teeth is not very difficult, provided 
we take it in Time, as it is quite 
7 ſuperficial. If permitted to remain 
4 upon the Teeth We they will ſuffer fo 
much Injury as is not eaſily to be 


In order therefore to deſtroy the 
Tartar, and fender the Teeth of a 
Py E beautiful 


( ww 


beautiful white, I recommend the 


Practice of Scalin g. 


Many Objections indeed are made 
to this Practice, upon a Suppoſition 
that it will deſtroy the Enamel, and 
produce other miſchievous Effects.— 
But if we ſeriouſly conſider that in 


the Operation of Scaling, the Tartar 


which ſo ſtrongly adheres. to the 
Teeth, and many other Impurities 
which help to diſcolour them are re- 


moved, and there is very good Reaſon 7 


to believe that a little neceſſary Care 
after the Operation, will effectually 
prevent thoſe Adheſions for the future, 
I cannot ſee why ſuch Objections 
ſhould be raiſed againſt a Method 


which has been often found, by Ex- 


perience, ſo beneficial ; I alſo think 
it impoſſible that the Teeth ſhould 
be injured, ſince no Inſtrument will 
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penetrate ſo hard ſo fine a poliſhed 
Subſtance as the Enamel. 


As to the Notion of a Pain in the 
Teeth being cauſed by Worms, or 
other Animalcula, inhabiting the ca- 
riated Part of a Tooth, I have treated 
it as rather chimerical; and the more 
fo, as I once endeavoured with pecu- 
Har Care to prove the Truth or Fal- 
fity of it. | 


About the latter End of January, 
1766, a Lady applied to me for Aſ- 
fiſtance. She complained of a violent 
Pain fixed in the third Molar Tooth 
of the lower Jaw on the left Side. 
I examined it carefully, and found it 
decayed on that Side next the fourth 
Molar Tooth; ſhe told me ſhe was 
ſure her Pain was owing to a Quan- 
tity of Worms lodged in the Cavity 
or the Tooth, for ſhe had ſeveral 

i 4 Fimes 


Times applied a Tooth ick, which 
diſcovered to her ſomething that mo- 
ved, and had the Appearance of a 
Worm; and what confirmed her in 
her Opinion was ſome Books ſhe had 
peruſed upon the Subject. I uſed all 
the Arguments I could to diſſuade her 
from her Opinion, but to no Purpoſe ; 
ſhe infiſted upon my extracting the 
Tooth immediately, which I did. 
After it was taken out, I examined 
all the Impurities that were contained 


in the Caries with a Microſcope, 'and 7 


found them to be nothing more than 


tmall Particles of Food, and ſome * 


Pieces of rotten Tooth which were 
broken off. After the Tooth was 
{craped thus clean, the Nerve ap- 
peared very conſpicuous ; I gave it 
as my Opinion that thoſe Impurities, 


which were grown very acrid from Pu- 
trefaction, irritated the Nerve that 
had given her ſo much Cauſe to com- 
plain, | When 4 


OB) 


arities, 
m Pu- 
> that 
Com- 


When 
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When the Pain proceeds from De- 
fluxions of ſharp Serum loading the 


Veſſels of the Mouth, it is neceſſary 


to bleed and purge gently, to drink 
plentifully of thin diluting Liquors, 
in order to prevent a Suppuration, 
which will be the Conſequence if 


neglected : During this Regimen Di- 


aphoretic Medicines ſhould be given, 
in order to eaſe the obſtructed Veſſels, 
and reſtore Perſpiration, for while 
that is deficient, new Fluxions will 
ſucceed. 


March 14, 1768, I was ſent for 
to a young Gentleman of about 18 


Fears of Age, of a ſtrong robuſt 
healthy Conſtitution, who complained 


of a violent Pain in all the fore Teeth, 


but more particularly of two in the 
upper Jaw : I was deſired by his Fa- 
ther to draw them; notwithſtanding 
his Sollicitations, thought it moſt 


3 prudent 


( 5+ ) 
prudent to delay the Operation, being 
certain it proceeded from a violent 
Inflamation of the neighbouring Parts; 
his Eye-lids were ſwelled prodigioully, 
he complained of a frequent Sneezing, 2 
and Running of the Eyes, with a 


ſtrong full Pulſe. He was immedi- 7 
ately blooded, and took ſome faline 7 
Medicines frequently — and was pur- | 
ged the next Morning: On the 15th 7 
I called on him, his Phyſick had 'B 
operated ſufficiently, but the Inflama- 7 
tion had ſpread farther, for his Cheeks 1 
and Noſe were enlarged to an immo 9 
derate Size. The Father, by the 
young Gentleman's Deſire, again preſ- 7 

ſed me to draw the two Teeth, but 
I refuſed, telling him it would only 
aggravate his Symptoms. By my 1 
Directions an emollient Fomentation 
was made uſe of. On the 16th the 
inflamatory Symptoms ſeemed to en- * 


creaſe {till farther, the Glands of the 
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Neck were very much enlarged. 1 
begun to be fearful of a Suppuration ; 
he was blooded a ſecond Time, and 
fome Bliſters applied behind the Ears, 
which had the defired Effect, for 
when they began to diſcharge all the 
Parts gradually ſubſided; the young 
Gentleman in a few Days after quite 


xecovered : I defired now to examine 


thoſe Teeth he ſo much entreated 
me to extract, which I did very care- 
fully, but found them all firm and 
ſolid, and not the leaſt Decay at- 


tending any of them. There evi- 


dently now appeared no Neceſſity to 
apply my Inſtrument. 


Had this Gentleman been under 
the Care of thoſe People who deal 
raſhly and inconſiderately with their 
Patients, by performing Operations too 
ſpeedily, and without making them- 
ſelves acquainted with the Nature of 
the 


(, 38 ). 
the Diſorder with which the Patient 
is afflicted, he probably might not 
have eſcaped ſo eaſy, as will be ſeen 
in the Caſe following. 


A young Lady of a florid Com- 

exion, pretty full Habit, and highly 
ſcorbutick, who had been often ſub- 
ject to Defluxions on her Jaws, ariſing 
from bad Teeth, was ſeized on the 
24th of March, 1768, with an acute 
Pain in the lower Jaw on the left 
Side, accompanied with a ſlight Ri- 
gour, and ſome ſhooting Pains in the 
Head. After having born the fre- 
quent Returns of her Diſorder with 
great Compoſure and Reſolution, ſhe 
was at laſt determined to have a Tooth 
(which ſhe ſuppoſed to be the Source 
of her whole Complaint) extracted. 
On the 27th an Operator was ſent to 
for that Purpoſe, who, upon exami- 
ning her Mouth, perceived the firſt 
of 


atient 
1 
e ſeen 


Com- 
highly 
n ſub- 
ariſing 
n the 
acute 
1e left 
it Ri- 
in the 
je fre- 
r with 
n, ſhe 
Tooth 
Source 
racted. 
ſent to 
exami- 


e firſt 


of 


of the Molar Teeth carious, and im- 
mediately attempted to remove it, but 
without Succeſs. Her Pain from this 
3 Time was much increaſed, and, in 
the Evening of the ſame Day, ſhe was 
1 again attacked with a Return of 
Rigor, and ſoon after with a ſevere 
Fever. This Night was ſpent with 
great Inquietude, the Patient talking 
now and then incoherently; and about 
ſeven o Clock the next Morning the 
whole Face began to fwell: This 
> alarmed her Friends ſo much that 
they thought proper to ſend for the 
2 Surgeon who uſed, upon other Occa- 
ſions, to attend the Family. It was 
about Noon on the 28th, when he 
= firſt ſaw her, at which Time not 
only the Face, but the whole Head 
= was conſiderably enlarged, with a very 
= erytlipelatoſe Inflamation, that extended 
4 itſelf on each Side of the Neck, quite 
don to the Clavicles; the Pulſe was 
full, 
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on applying the Fingers to the Inte- 0] 


flight _ j 


1 

full, hard, and frequent; the Skin 
dry, the Mouth parched, and the 
Urine high- coloured, though clear. 
She complained of a very acute ſhoot- 
ing Pain and burning Heat of the 
whole Head, attended with great Reſt- 
leſſneſs, Anxiety, and (at Intervals) 
Delirium. 


The Stricture of the temporal 7 
Muſcles prevented even the Poſſibility 
of examining the aching Tooth, but 


guments that covered it, there might 
be felt a circumſcribed Hardneſs ſtretch- 7 
ing along the Side of the Jaw, quite 7 
to the parotid Gland. This Tumor 
could not be diſtinguiſhed by the Eye, 
though eaſily perceived by the Touch, 

from the general Swelling that at- 
tended it, and whenever it was preſ- 
ſed with the Finger it 1 988 on a 
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clear. 
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To this dangerous State was this 
poor young Lady reduced by an ill- 
timed and unſucceſsful Attempt to 
get rid of (what ſhe thought her only 
Evil) a decayed Tooth. But by large 
and repeated Evacuations, mild Sudo- 
= rificks, joined with Nitre, Bliſters 
applied to the Neck, and behind the 
Ears, with a liberal Uſe of Diluents, 
this threatening Diſeaſe was ſubdued; 
for on the eighth Day the Tumor of 
the Head began to ſubſide, and Mat- 
ter was found to fluctuate in the par- 
ticular Swelling on the Jaw Bone, 
which the next Day diſcharged by an 
opening made within-fide the Mouth 
between the Gum and the Cheek, 


for that Purpoſe ; the Wound kept 
= diſcharging till the 14th Day, when 
it was thought neceſſary to extract 
the decayed Tooth, and ſoon after 
X {he perfedtly recovered. 
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(660) 
When the Fluxion on the Jaws is 
great, and the Inflamation conſider- 


able, that ſhould be the firſt Object 
in view, and always treated as an 


original Inflamation, with Evacuati- 


ons, mild Sudorificks, and Bliſters; 


and as ſoon as the Inflamation ſubſides 


the Tooth or Teeth which were the 
determinal Cauſe, may be removed, 
in order more effectually to prevent 
a Return. When Evacuations have 
been neglected in the beginning, or 
not well managed, Suppuration 1s 
often the Conſequence ; which will 
be more or leſs ſignificant according 
to the Seat of it. If the Inflamation 
is only of the external Membranes 
the Abſceſs will appear outwardly, 
and though, of itſelf, of but little 
Conſequence, yet if the Matter is ſuf- 
fered to continue a long Time before 


it is diſcharged, it will erode the 
Perioſtium 


(@) 

Perioſtium of the neighbouring Bone, 
which ſeldom fails to produce a trou- 
bleſome Sore ; and, if the original 
Cauſe is not diſcovered, very often a 
fiſtulous one. 


But ſhould the Inflamation ſeize on 
the more internal Membranes, as the 
Perioſtium, or thoſe lining the Max- 
illary Sinus's of the upper, or Cancelli 
of the lower Jaw, the Effect, in all 
Probability will be, either an Exoſto- 
is, Ozena, or Caries of the Bones. 


That theſe are Diſorders which 
really flow as a Conſequence from 
| 2 diſeaſed Teeth neglected, and are not 
3 the Effect of Imagination, or have 
= their Exiſtence in Idea only, I ſhall 
* beg Leave to elucidate by the follow- 
W in ng Caſes, 


F- A young 


1 
G BR 'L 
A Young Woman, the Daughter 


of a ſubſtantial Farmer, aged 
eighteen Years, and of a healthy Com- 


plexion, from a Pain in one of the 


Molar Teeth of the upper Jaw, had 
an Abſceſs formed juſt below the Or- 


bit of the Eye on the right Side ; as | 
her Complaint was looked upon as 
the Tooth-ach only, it was totally 


neglected; and ſuffered, after many 
Days continuance, to burſt of it's 


own accord. 


The Sore was from this Time dreſ- 
ſed by a neighbouring Surgeon, for 
many Weeks, but ineffectually: The 


young Woman was brought to Ox- | 


ford, to a Perſon of Experience, who, 


upon examining her Wound, and find- 7 
ing a Sinus running down towards 
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[ 69 7 
the firſt Molar Tooth on the ſame 
Side, and that Tooth carious, gave it 
as his Opinion, that the original Diſ- 
order was owing to the diſeaſed Tooth, 
and that her only Remedy was to 
have it extracted. This was com- 
plied with, the Tooth was immedi- 
ately drawn, and in leſs than a Week 
the Sore was thoroughly healed. 


Had this Caſe been ſeen by a Per- 
ſon of Skill before the Matter had 
been formed, he would certainly have 
foreſeen the Conſequence, and have 


adviſed the drawing of the Tooth in 


order to have prevented it. This 
would have ſaved the Patient a good 
deal ot Pain and Trouble, as well as 
a difagreeable Scar, which ſhe will 


inevitably carry with her to the Grave. 


CASE 


F 2 


( 04 ) 


CA. 


Young Fellow, of a robuſt and 3 is 
ſeemingly well tempered Ha- 

bit, was ſeized with a Pain on the 
right Side of the lower Jaw : It was 
ſoon diſcovered that the Pain aroſe « * 
from two of the Molar Teeth being | 
Totten ; and every Argument was uſed | 
by his Friends to perſuade him to 
have them drawn, but to no Purpoſe. 
After ſome Weeks the Alveolary Mar- 
gin of the Jaw Bone began to thicken, 
and a conſiderable Fungus growing 
from it, very much alarmed him. 
The Tumor was fo great that it thruſt 

| the Check out in ſuch a Manner as to 
become very unſightly, and on the 
inſide, by hanging as it were over 
his Tongue, it obſtructed the free 
Uſe of it. 


* 
+ 
— 


— — 


bn 


<= 


ot 


— — pay — 

—<— . - 
I — B 

—— . £ — 1 


— + 
— — 


— bor as — * — 2 — 8 his i. 
. 8 - — — — —— 2 — — — " — * — * — — K ln 
* - — . — — 7 - bs 9 2 — 
6 a « *% - 24 8 
—— — — 3 1 "Ip - - 
4 ws —— —U——Ʒᷣ6 age — - = —— — . _ - " by _ 
- = — — — — gre —— — » — — —ü—U — + — — — = — — — — — — — — — * 
— F * 9 2 — — — — 5 Later 4rd 3x vs 8 = 
— — 2 — — — 2 — — — — Hh ow = 5 
— ow ol p . n 1 Q 
A 2 T A — 1 — * . ul 2 — = 122 . 
RN wo r — i” — r — — . 8 
—— EE Oe INDIES — — * — 
. — — a e — — — — 112 — on s — — - — — 4 ; 


= 1 Li 
dg 42 
EY L 
7 
7 x. \ / 
i 2 8 
* 2 
: \ 1 
11 
o 1 . 
"14 :F 
1 
1 
49 
y  ® 
i 183 
2 
; 
: 2 
! + 2 
; 1 
[1 
_—_— 
| \ 
: 
\ 
ys * 
, l 
1 
14 
14 
iS 3 
51 . 
17 1 
47 4 z 
[2 $4 4 
= 4 
if Fr a 
1 3 : 
7 14 ; 
* | 
1. ' a 
* 71 ; 
4 1 
74 
* 
—- :: 
$1 q : 8 
HS 5 
25 . 9 
© + o 
* g 
4 i 4 
; " 7 
17 1 
mn * Fr \ 
- * 
X © 
; * © It; 
"1 i: 
Bl 17! 
„ 2 ? 
* 
1 
1 
; 77 
z 7 : , 
1 1 
1 75 1 
q 1 1 
7 : f 
FT , . 
1 
© : 
#47: 13 
„ | 
L 1 © 5 : 
"vl 1 $2 l 
\ 7 17 
1 i 
5 (hh ' 
þ q L k 1 
5 1 
1 
* & 1 
1 
1 
þ : 
7 1 7 . 
1 10 
4 l 4 
4 1 
3 3% it: 
1 I is + 
1 215 
3 | L075 
7 4 
, 1 
v f 
+ , 
75 : "= 
Ml 1 
fi #9 
1 7 4 13 
f ; 
4 
1 
$7! LL 3-48 
| | | 
A 
7 38 
1 
ſ 1 
1 
2 . 
1 
{AF iii 
j 2 1 [i 
: 
F 1: 
4 0 1 
11 ! | 
F 1 
1 
o 
! 


3 
3 
® * 15, 
. 5 
1 N 
„ 
= 1 


n. es. —— 


1 — An 
— Op , 
2 
We — — 


* 
1 N. * 


uft and | 


d Ha- 


on the 
It was 
| aroſe « 
being | 
as uſed © 
im to 
arpoſe. 


Mar- 
ucken, 
owing 
him. 
thruſt 
"as to 
n the 
over 


I 


4 


7 


6 
His Apprehenſions of Danger were 


F now ſo great, that he was willing to 


comply with every thing that was 
Judge proper. The firſt Step taken 
* was to have the firſt and ſecond, of 
che Molar Teeth extracted; and as 
ſoon as this was done, a conſiderable 
Quantity of fœted Pus immediately 
followed. His Pain was now en- 
tirely removed, but the Diſcharge 
from the Alveoli continued, and the 
Tumour ſtill increaſed. The Fungus 
was removed with the Knife, and 
the Wound dreſſed with ſpirituous 
Aſtringents; yet the Fungus grew 
again: It was now rubbed with the 
Lapis Infernalis, but ineffectually; 
for as ſoon as the Eſcar, made by the 
Cauſtick ſeparated; the luxuriant Fleth 
grew as before. The whole claſs of 


pe = Aftringents, at different Times, were 
ree 8 


tried, but to no Purpoſe, the Fungus 
{ill increaſing. In this State the Lad 
T4 was 


ny I 
was brought to Oxford, fully pre- 
poſſeſſed that His Cafe was cancerous. 


The Perſon to whom he applied, 
after having carefully examined the 
State of his Complaint, declared it 
to be an Exoſtoſis, and that it would 
be to no Purpoſe to attempt to de- 
ſtroy the Fungus, unleſs the diſeafed 
Part of the Bone was, at the lame > 
| Time, removed. | 


The Hoperof being relieved, though 
by Means of a ſevere Operation, gave 
the Lad great Spirits; and he fat 
down with a fixed Reſolution to bear 
it with Temper. 


The Operation was "RA by 1 
taking away the whole Fungus, to- 
gether with all that Part of the Gum, 


both within and without, that co- 


vered the exuberant Bone: As ſoon as 
this 
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this was done, the Exoſtoſis itſelf was 


removed on the Infide by an Inſtru- 


ment that exactly anſwered to the 


_ concave” Sweep of the Maxilla, and 
on the Outſide by Means of a Chiſſel. 


The Wound was afterwards con- 
ſtantly dreſſed with Pledgets of Lint, 
dipped in a ſtrong Tincture of Bark, 
with Myrrh; and in five Weeks 
Time the Lad returned Home per- 

fectly healed, and fully ſatisfied with : 


his Journey. 
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Man af 281 d Age, from 


the Left Side, which, in a few Days, 
brought on a flight Fever. As he 
thought his Pain aroſe from a decayed 
Tooth; he immediately had it drawn; 
but his Pain and Fever till continu- 
ing, he applied to his Apothecary, 
who adviſed him to loſe ſome Blood, 
which he accordingly did, and was 


treated in all other Reſpects as in a 


common Fever. In fix or ſeven Days 
the Acuteneſs of his Pain was miti- 
gated, but ſtill there remained an 
Unealineſs in the Face, below the 


Orbit of the Eye; 


lineſs, accompanied with a Return of 
Heat. As his Buſineſs would not 
permit 


& taking Cold was ſeized with 
a violent Pain in the upper Jaw on 


and now and 
then he had a Senſe of Cold or Chil- 
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permit him to continue at Home 


longer than he could poſſibly help, 
he ventured Abroad, ſtill complain- 
ing. About three Weeks after his 
firſt Attack he perceived ſome Matter 
diſcharge from his Left Noſtril, when 
his Pain and Fever went entirely off. 
In this State he continued many 
Weeks, and became exceeding low 
ſpirited, the Matter diſcharging from 
his Noſe becoming every Day more 
in Quantity, and very offenſive, which 
made him quite unhappy. - He came 


to Oxford, and applied to me for 


Advice, I defired him to have the 


Opinion of a very eminent Surgeon, 


which was agreed to, who, after 
having thoroughly informed himſelf 
of every Particular relative to his 
Diſorder, believed the Ozena, or Diſ- 
charge from the Noſe, to ariſe from 
an Abſceſs concealed in the Maxillary 
Sinus, called by Anatomiſts Antrum 
Highmorianum ; 


f 
[2 
f 
1 
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(9) 
Highmortanum ; and what confirmed 
him more in this Opinion was, 
that the Diſcharge. always increaſed 
when the Patient lay on the oppoſite 
Side of the Head. The Tooth that 
had been drawn. was the ſecond of 
the Molares ; it was agreed that the 
next Tooth to the Dens Sapiens 
ſhould be drawn, which I immedi- 
ately did ; but as no Matter followed, 
the Alveoli was pierced by Means of 
a Trocar, and an Opening made into 
the Sinus: As ſoon as the Inſtru- 
ment was withdrawn, near two large 
Spoonfuls of Matter immediately iſſued 
forth, the Diſcharge from the Noſtril 
ceaſed, and by a little Management 
all became A | | 


1] 
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Healthy young Fellow, aged 

twenty-five, from taking Cold 
was ſeized with a moſt violent Pain 
in the laſt but one of the Molar 
Teeth, on the Left Side of the lower 
Jaw : His Pains were fo acute that 
he could by no Means bear it, and 
ſent for a Perſon to draw it within a 
few Hours after the firſt Attack ; but 
by ſome Misfortune, in the Attempt 
the Crown of the Tooth was broken 
off even with the Jaw, ſo that at 
this Time all further Endeavours to 
relieve him were laid aſide. 


The Fluxion and Inflamation in- 
creaſed to a great Degree, ſo that in 
a few Hours the Side of the Face 
and Neck were conſiderably ſwelled, 


accompanied with a ſlight Fever. As 
| he 


( 78.) 


he had no one within many Miles to 


adviſe with, he was obliged to con- 
tent himſelf with what little Aſſiſt- 
ance he could get from his Neigh- 
bours. He continued in great Pain 
for a Fortnight, when upon the 
burſting of an Abſceſs betweeen the 


Cheek and Gum, he became eaſy, 


and the Swelling and Fever ſubſided. 
The Matter that was diſcharged was 
large in Quantity, fœtid, and very 
offenſive, not only to himſelf but like- 
wiſe to all about him. As he was 
now free from Pain, he thought all 
would ſoon be well, and went abroad 
as uſual, waſhing his Mouth now and 
then with an Infuſion of Camomile- 
Flowers and Brandy, as adviſed by a 
good Woman his Neighbour. In this 
State he continued for a Month or five 
Weeks, when he began to think ſome- 


thing more than common ailed him, 


and he applied to a Surgeon for Ad- 
vice, 
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vice, who after hearing the Hiſtory of 
W his Complaint from the Beginning, 
examined him, and found a conſider- 
able Fullneſs on the Outſide the Jaw, 
and looking into his Mouth obſerved, 
that when he preſſed his Fingers on 
the Outſide the Matter iſſued out be- 
tween the Gum and the Cheek from a 
{mall Opening, and paſſing an Inſtru- 
ment into it, diſcovered the Jaw Bone 
bare, almoſt to the lower Edge of it. 
The Wound was enlarged as much 
zs the Parts would admit of; when 
the bare Bone became viſible, and 
upon touching the Teeth on that 
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and 1 i Side, not only the Teeth themſelves, 
aug but all that Part of the Bone which 
y * FT appeared was looſe. The Wound was 


dreſſed with a ſpirituous Aſtringent, 
and the Opening preſerved by means 
of ſoft Doſſels of Lint preſſed gently: 
down from Time to Time as was 
required, and in about three Weeks 
G a4 large 


n 
a large Piece of the Jaw, with three 
of the Molar Teeth infixed in it, 
was taken out. The ſame Dreſſing 
was continued, and ſoon after the 
Wound healed without any viſible 
1 


A putrid State of the Blood, and 
other Juices of the Body, muſt un- 
doubtedly affect the Teeth, as well 
as other Parts of the Human Frame; 


and as ſuch a vitiated State muſt 


have been for ſome Time gradually 
produced by the Operations of various 
Cauſes, ſo it will require ſome Length 
of Time alſo to reſtore the Patient to 
his original Health, or even to miti- 
gate the Complaints he labours under. 
The moſt proper Method of Cure is 
to endeavour to correct the Acrimony 
of the Humours, to ſtrengthen and 
brace up the Fibres, and promote a 
good 
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my firſt ſeeing the Child, I was quite 
2X ſhocked ; he appeared to be almoſt 
X ſtarved; the Gums were full of Apthæ 


„ 


© good Circulation; when this is brought 


about, the Apthæ in the Mouth will 
begin to ſlough off; then warm deter- 
ſive Dreſſings ſhould be applied to the 
Gums, and where they are ragged and 
uneven, they ſhould be pared with 
proper Inftruments, and the Teeth 


2 ſhould be carefully cleaned and ſcaled. 


J have often met with ſeveral Caſes 


of this Kind, eſpecially in Young 
Subjects; one of which, as it is re- 
1 markable, I will beg Leave to relate. 


A Male Child, of about five Years 


"I of Age, was brought to me by its 
M. other, who ſaid ſhe knew not what 
woas the Matter with it 
F 3 continual Sickneſs at his Stomach, and 
whatever Food was given him to eat 
be immediately brought it up. Upon 


: He had a 


82 and 


and black Spots, the Teeth were greatly 
diſcoloured, and the whote Mouth ap- 3 
peared in a gangrenous State. I en- 
quired how long the Child had been ill, 


and was anſwered, for ſome Time; and 4 
the Reaſon given for not applying be- 
fore, was the extreme Poverty of the 
Parents. I immediately ſcarified te 
Gums pretty deep, and dreſſed them 
often with a Mixture of Honey of 
Roſes, Egyptiacum, and Tin&ure of 
Myrrh : He took inwardly a Prepa- 


ration of Bark, with Elixir of Vitriol ; * 1 
by the Affiſtance of which, all the 
bad Symptoms decreaſed, the Gum 


changed their former Appearance to 
a briſk lively Red, and grew all cloſe 


and even to the Teeth; in which 
State they have continued ever ſince. 


When the Pain perceived in the 


Teeth proceeds from Cold piercing 
the Caries, and the affected Tooth IM 
appears 
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appears evidently decayed, it ſhould 
immediately be extracted; but if it 
can be ſuffered to remain it ſhould be | 
cauterized, ſo as to deſtroy the Nerve : 
entirely, and afterwards ſtopt cloſe 


with Lead. Sometimes the Caries 


is ſeated in ſuch a Manner, that it is . 


co 
4 
Prepa- | + 
Vitriol; 
all tgjge 
Gums 
1nce to 1 


attended with ſome Difficulty to the 
Operator to get at it; in that caſe it 
is proper to fill the Vacancy with 
Wax, or Gum Maſtick. 


Spaſmodic Contractions of the 
Nerves cauſing an acute Pain in the 
Jaws, point out the Remedy proper 
on ſuch Occaſions. As they are owing 
to an acrid Humour loading the ſmall 
Veſſels, nervous Medicines can only 
relieve theſe Obſtructions. 


I apprehend nothing more is ne- 
ceſſary to be ſaid on theſe Subjects, 
except to lay down a few general 
| Rules, 


G 3 ” 


( 0 ] 
Rules, which may be of Service both 
to thoſe who have as yet eſcaped 
all Diforders of- the Teeth, as well as 
ſuch who ſuffer under the various 
Kinds of them I have enumerated. 


. Firſt of all Things I would recom- 
mend Cleanlineſs ; from the Neglect of 
which many of the Evils complained 
of ariſe. The Mouth ſhould be 
waſhed thoroughly every Morning 
with cold Water, or rather that in 
which ſome ſuitable Medicine has 


been infuſed, and the Teeth rubbed f 


gently with a ſoft Bruſh, to free them 
from the Impurities which they may 


have contracted from the Food of the 7 
preceding Day, or from the Heat of 
the Stomach during Sleep. When! 


adviſe Rubbing in this or in any 
other Caſe, I do not mean that violent 


Friction which ſome uſe, at Intervals 
only, in order to take away at once 
whatever 
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C 9) 
whatever may clog the Interſtices, or 
foul the Surface of the Teeth, Ex- 
pectations of this Kind are ſure to be 
diſappointed, if, at beſt, no further 
Injury be done to thoſe very Parts, to 
which they hope to give Relief. 
The Gums being of a ſoft and ſpongy 
Nature, are ſubject to great Relax- 
ation: Their Blood Veſſels eaſily yield 
to the ſlighteſt Preſſure, and when in 
a relaxed and flabby Condition, ſtain 
whatever is applied to them with any 
Degree of Force. If when they are 
in this State, the Applications uſed 
are too rough, more Damage may be 
done than might at firſt be ſuſpected. 
But on the contrary, gentle Friction 
frequently repeated will reſtore the 
Fibres to their due Elafticity, pro- 


mote a proper Circulation of the 
Blood, and diſperſe that which is be- 
come too viſcid and grumous by Stag- 


nation; 


" mn. 
nation; in Conſequence of which 
Practice, the Gums will in Time ad- 
here cloſely to the Teeth, and return 
to their native Colour and Soundneſs. 


I would adviſe the Patient to rub his 


Teeth in a perpendicular Manner, 
from the Gum to the Edge of them, 
and not horizontally ; the Reaſons for 
which are obvious, 


Too much Caution cannot be uſed 
with reſpect to Lotions, Powders, and 
other Dentrifices, which are offered 


to the Publick by every ignorant Em- 


piric, who has the Effrontery to re- 
' commend his Medicine, whatever 
pernicious Drugs it may be compoſed 
of. I do not deny but that under a 
judicious Management ſome Parts of 
theſe Compoſitions may be of Service. 
But when preſcribed in general, with- 


cut any regard to particular Caſes, 


and applied with equal Precipitation, 


and 
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Side of the Patient; 


(6 
and a fatal Credulity, there is no 
Doubt but that they do infinite In- 


jury. It will not, I hope, be ſup- 
poſed that I rather recommend an 


immediate Application, under any 


Diſorder of the Teeth, to a regular 


Proficient in the Science of Medicine, 


out of a lucrative View, ſince the 
Advantage will be evidently on the 
for after all his 
Pains and Expence beſtowed on the 
Purchaſe of each new infallible Re- 
medy, he will find that if the Cauſe 
of the Diſorder is ſeated in the Habit 
of Body, or ſome prevailing Irregu- 


larity in the Conſtitution, nothing 


but a Courſe of Medicines, and thoſe 


judiciouſſy preſcribed, will alleviate 


his Complaints. He will further be 
convinced alſo, aſter having ſubmitted 
to many tedious, painful, and perhaps 
dangerous Operations, that he might, 


without ane any one of them, 
have 


mn 


have preſerved ſo uſeful an Organ to 
much better Purpoſes than that of. 


adorning the Window of an ignorant 
Mechanic, who acts in the ſame Man- 


ner as if a Lion ſhould endeavour to 


recommend his Humanity and Ten- 
derneſs for the Welfare of his Fellow 


. 


* 


Creatures, by the Number of Bones, 


and the Remains of Carcaſes with 


which his Den is ſtrewed. 
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